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T HE MAN who coined the word "sta-tistics" must have had a mean mind. Surely he knew that the ability of 
those ten seemingly innocuous digits to 
reproduce like rabbits and to interchange 
positions could make untold trouble 
for the world. Why then did he plague 
us further by applying a 
term to the operations 
of these digits that few 
people can pronounce? 
If you have one of those 
flexible tongues that 
makes nothing of the 
word" statistics," just try 
saying "census statistics" 
real fast . You did? Con-
gratulations! Anyway, 
Compton's has "THEM" 
in its current printing and 
not only for the United 
States (1950 census) but 
for the rest of the world 
as well. In countries 
where no census has been taken since 1945 
and for countries which never take a 
census, Compton's has used the latest 
official estimates . And a most thorough 
and complete job it is, as you will dis-
cover when you examine your new edi-
tion of Compton's. 
Probably you will start with the text 
portion of the encyclopedia, check a few 
country and state articles, look at the 
indexes on the backs of the maps. O ther 
changes which you might miss through a 
hasty examination include the addition 
of articles on 28 U. S. cities which grew 
to encyclopedic stature between the 1940 
and the 1950 censuses, the recording of 
changes in congressional representation 
for 16 states, changes in the tables of state 
electoral votes under ·'Elections,'· etc. 
For another gold mine of information 
turn to the Compton Fact-Index, where 
you will find thousands 
of thumbnail articles on 
small cities and towns, 
many of which are not 
found in other ency-
clopedias. Population 
figures in 4,300 of these 
FactEntries have been 
changed in this year· s 
edition. These include 
not only places in the 
United States but cities 
and towns from all over 
the world. 
Compton's is, of course, 
built especially for the 
use of boys and girls from 
the elementary grades through high 
school. Nevertheless we as publishers like 
the bouquets thrown our way by librar-
ians who work with adults. 
Washington, as everyone knows, is a 
city of professional migrants. Most ev-
eryone there is apt to take off for some-
where else at a moment's notice. When a 
Washington branch librarian told us that 
the Compton Fact-Index was her best 
source of information on the smaller 
cities and towns, we were pleased but 
not surprised. We knew it all the time. 
Did you? 
L. J. L. 
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There must b.e a reason .... 
WHY SO MANY TEACHERS, 
LIBRARIANS, STUDENTS 
PREFER 
There are many good reasons why schools 
libraries all over the country choose T 
ENCYCLOPEDIA A:\1ERICANA as the most ge:neJrallj 
useful a11d comprehensive reference 
1952 set has been acclaimed as the F1 
ENCYCLOPEDIA in AMERICANA's 123·year 
It provides a ready answer to whatever th 
question ... whether it be in Supersonics, 
Energy, Government, Medicine, Iran. 
within your grasp, or those you teach, 
world's knowledge. The ENCYCLOPEDIA 
CANA is a veritable gold mine of hidden 
for those who wish to seek it. 
It contains 30 volumes, 23,780 pages, 58 
articles. Includes digests of books, plays, 
and other valuable information not 
other encyclopedias. More than 9,000 
drawings, diagrams, graphs, maps, etc. 
hensive bibliographies. 
Easy to use, self-indexed for ready re:teren<c~ 
with 36,000 helpful cross references in 
addition to over 250,000 entries in the 
volume. Since 1947 more than tn:ree~·Io•urtns 
the text has been completely revised and 
The volumes are attractively bound. Printed 
glareless paper, readable type, subject 
and readers guide, glossaries of new term 
Priced to fit school and library budgets. 
Mail chis coupon for your copy of "America's Reference Work"-a beau· 
riful 36-page bookler char describes EN<;YCLOPEDIA AMERICANA in derail. 
No obligarion .of course. Address : The Americana Corporation, Educa· 
rional Division, 2 Wesr 4~ch Sr., New York36, N. Y. 
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